Elective Expectations/Responsibilities
Intro:  The palliative care elective at the Hospital for Sick Children is primarily a clinical experience.  The main goal is to expose trainees to palliative care who intend on incorporating aspects of palliative care into their practice.  The following sections will outline the expectations and responsibilities that each trainee must accept prior to initiating an elective.
Daily responsibilities:  

Weekdays – The expectation is that all pre-rounding activities (see weekly responsibilities) will be done before 9:00AM, as clinical rounds will begin at this time.  The day usually ends around 5pm, though many of the most important and rich learning experiences will occur after 5pm, as urgent matters in Paediatric Palliative care are often the most rewarding and are often unpredictable.  Therefore, please expect that many days will run beyond 5pm, and some will begin prior to 8:30am
Call – you are NOT expected to do any call or attend on weekends.
Weekly Responsibilities: 
Rounds – Handover rounds occur each Monday at 9am and trainees are expected to punctually attend and participate. Weekly patient rounds are held Wednesday from 10am-11am and are usually followed by academic rounds from 11am-12pm.  Trainees are expected to attend both of these rounds.  Trainees will also be expected to present during academic rounds during their time with PACT (topic to be decided at a later date). 
Other rounds that trainees will have the opportunity to attend include: Neuro-oncology rounds-Tuesday at 1030am; Grand rounds – Wednesday at 9am; and selected rounds from other subspecialties; Palliative care grand rounds (Temmy Latner)
Education – There might be opportunities to join the paediatric residency education sessions held Tuesday afternoons when palliative care related topics are being taught.  
Other Responsibilities/opportunities:  
Bereavement – Trainees are encouraged to contribute to bereavements cards sent to all families that PACT follows during their elective. Attending funerals is a personal decision and thus will not be an expectation, though encouraged when it feels right.
Debriefs – Many times throughout the year PACT is asked to sit down with care teams and reflect and learn from specific clinical encounters.  Trainees are expected to attend these when able.  
Emily’s house – During electives trainees will be encouraged to visit Emily’s house (our pediatric hospice). 
Evaluation- Evaluation will be done by the program director.  In addition trainees will be expected to provide feedback on their experience with the team.
Opportunities – as part of the intake form for an elective, trainees will be given an opportunity to rank their interest in spending time with a variety of practitioners (ie.  Massage/Art/Music therapy, chaplaincy), as well as in a variety of locations (ie. community visit, hospice, etc)(see below).

Example of Rank form:
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   Music therapy
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  Voicing spaces (debriefs/bereavement)
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   Chaplaincy
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  Community visit (subject to availability)

[image: image5.jpg]


   Art Therapy
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  Other:___________________

Weekly Schedule (may not be applicable to a given elective experience)
	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	0830
	Pre-rounding activities

	0900
	PACT Handover
	
	Paediatric Grand Rounds
	
	

	1000
	
	Neuro-Onc Rounds

(1030hrs)
	PACT Rounds
	
	

	1100
	
	
	PACT Academic Rounds
	
	

	1200
	
	
	
	Bioethics*
	

	1300
	
	
	Complex Care Rounds
	
	CONFES*

	1400
	
	
	
	
	

	1500
	
	
	
	
	

	1600
	
	
	
	
	

	1700
	
	
	
	
	


* once a month
